
12/2  Advent Breakfast/Crafts 

12/9 Caroling 

12/15-16 New Members Received  

12/17 Newsletter Deadline 
 Ornament Exchange 

12/18 Church Council 

12/24 Christmas Eve Worship 
 5pm, 7pm, 9pm 
 Office Closed 

12/25 Christmas Day-Office Closed 

12/31  New Year’s Eve 
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Dove Tales 

Angels 
Corner 

We are all angels 
with only one wing.  

We can only fly 
while embracing 

each other. 
—Luciano de Crescenzo 

Thanks… 
… to the Fellowship Team for 
organizing the Chili Supper/Pastor 
Appreciation evening...  

… to all who brought flavorful chili 
and condiments… 

… to all for supporting Pastor 
Jeremy, Erin, Naomi, Natalie and 
Terry… 

… to Michele Anderson-Beck and 
her Harvest Festival team for 
sponsoring another great Harvest 
Festival… 

… to Thaddeus Nance for working 
with Faye Bastarache hanging the 
church worship banners… 

… to Karl Seum for working extra 
custodial hours after our parking lot 
sale and the Harvest Festival… 

… to Erin Nausin and the 
Refurbishing Team for the projects 
already completed and those still in 
progress… 

… to Sally Magnuson for preparing 
the dove memorials with names and 
displaying them during All Saints’ 
weekend…  

… to the Ministry Team Leaders for 
their displays.. 

… to EVERYONE who keeps the 
water cooler supplied with bottles of 
water, a constant need… 

… to the Property Team for taking 
great care of our church property.. 

… to Dwight Hempel and the 
Stewardship Team for preparing us 
for Consecration Sunday… 

… to Pastor Jack Williams for filling 
in for Pastor Jeremy while he was on 
vacation… 

… to Cindy White for working in the 
office while Loretta is enjoying 
vacation time. 

IT TAKES MANY HANDS 
WORKING TOGETHER 
TO DO GOD’S WORK 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Thank you Thrivent Financial policyholders for your donations of $1,608 through September for the 2018 general budget. 

Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church. 

Thrivent Financial Members 
Do you know you earn “Thrivent Choice Dollars” every year for your investments and insurance through Thrivent Financial?  If you 

go to your account at Thrivent.com, you can see how much you have earned.  These earnings can be designated to a non-profit 
organization (including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church).  If you don’t designate it – it goes away!  If you would rather,  
call 1-800-847-4836, then ask to direct your Choice Dollars.  In 2017 we received $1,427 and so far in 2018, $1,608.   

Thank you Thrivent members for your donations. 

 

FINANCIAL STANDINGS October 2018 Year-t0-date 

Ministry Program Income $  26,007.77 $287,273.45 

Ministry Program Expenses $  28,402.14 $250,029.43 

Difference $  - 2,394.37 $  37,244.02 

Debt/Building Income $    3,568.00 $  46,744.00 

Debt/Building Expenses $    6,193.00 $  61,930.00 

Difference $  - 2,625.00 $ -15,186.00 

NET INCOME $  - 5,019.37 $  22,058.02 
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Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church 
6670 W. Cheyenne Avenue 
Las Vegas, NV 89108-4931 

(702) 645-1777  FAX (702) 645-8107 
E-Mail: info@holyspiritlasvegas.org 

Web site: http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org 

ELCA: www.elca.org 

WORSHIP HOURS 
(Nursery Provided) 

Saturday Worship 

 Traditional 5:30pm 

Sunday Worship 
 Contemporary 8:30am 
 Sunday School 9:45am 
 Traditional 11:00am 

OFFICE HOURS 
 Monday-Thursday 8am - 4:30pm 
 Friday 8am - 12:00pm 

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor Jeremy Nausin 
Music Minister Tim Beasley 
Office Manager Loretta Block 
Custodian Karl Seum 
Groundskeeper Terry West 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Keith Hopkey, Pres. 702 255-9042 
Mark Myers, VP 702 498-1901 
Ray Betts, Secretary 702 232-0337 
Jim Cassidy 630 388-8706 
Janet Saterlie 702 658-8042 
Marsha Stephenson 702 645-4316 
Jennifer Vaughn 702 655-8794 
Cindy White 702 243-5647 
Caroline Trunoske Youth Rep 
Eileen Miers Recording Secretary 
Dean Chapman Treasurer 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor/Layout: 

Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042 
E-Mail: jackolynh@aol.com 

Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs, Loretta Block 
 

Pastor Jeremy Nausin 

 

God Makes Us One Through Thankfulness. 
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people—for kings and all those in authority, that we 
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and 
holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 
who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. 

-1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father through Christ Jesus, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

This text from Paul’s First letter to Timothy is a part of our Thanksgiving 
Eve Service this year.  We are about to enter this space between our National 
Holiday of Thanksgiving and the Advent Season that prepares us to be thankful 
for the gift of Jesus Christ.  I think it is important for us to remember the heart 
and purpose of being thankful.  I believe that one of the pillars of faith is 
learning how to be thankful and grateful.  This is not just because it is the right 
thing to do, as being thankful for what we’ve been given is the appropriate 
initial response.  But I want to move past the initial moment of thankfulness and 
look to the ways being grateful has more to do with molding us into people of 
God than us reacting appropriately.   

We might glance over the first part of the text above when we read through 
it the first time.  Here we are instructed to interact in all sorts of ways and to do 
so for all people.  We are instructed to interact by offering petitions to God; 
requesting God to be present in a certain time, issue or space. We are told to 
engage by praying prayers to God; both for self and also for others.  We are 
called to participate by asking God to intervene in the lives of people around us 
who are in need of God’s intervening.  We are commanded to offer 
thanksgiving for others; to be grateful for them.  But here is the real crux:  we 
are to do this for all people!  The language of 1 Timothy really does mean all 
people.  Before we are too shaken by the idea that these ways of faith are to 
be given to all, let us remember why? 

God’s intent and desire is for all people to come to know truth and to be 
saved.  Period.  The problem in life comes when we realize it is easier for us to 
say that God indeed desires this kind of outcome than for us to actually give 
ourselves to such radical ways.  But then again, Jesus did tell us to pray for our 
enemies and then died for them, right?!  How hard is that if we really prayed for 
our enemies with the same heart we pray for our parents, or our kids?  
Ultimately, I think that this is why God calls us to start in thanksgiving.  When 
we can be grateful for someone, beyond why we think they are valuable, and 
understand that everyone is valuable because God desires everyone to come 
home; I think we begin to look like God’s hands in the world.  It is when we can 
look at our neighbor and know that they are valuable because God loves them 
not because of my measurement of them, that we are truly free in Christ to love 
that neighbor in a Godly way.   

The heart and purpose of being thankful is not about what we get and 
responding appropriately.  The heart and purpose of thankfulness, is that it not 
only reminds us we belong to God’s family, but it reminds us so does everyone 
else.  Why?  Because God made it so.  When we see it through God’s eyes, 
we are all one family with a Creator who loves us deeply.   

May we be thankful for each other, for our church and all of creation. 
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Music Minister 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas 

 

hristmas will be a 
little different at my 
place this year. I love 

the decorations, but there 
won’t be many. You see, I 
have two little adorable, 
year-old kittens who love to 
climb trees and knock them 
over. I have an artificial 
ficus in my living room and 
there’s seldom a day that 
goes by that I’m not putting 
it back in place. Rather than 

experience that with a Christmas tree, 
I’ve decided to be prepared and not put 
up a tree. It sounds funny to be 
“prepared” by not doing something. Huh? 
I’ll be enjoying the decorations here at 
the church even more this year. 

So, here’s the same dilemma every year, brought out 
even more this year. How do I prepare my heart for the 
season when everywhere I look it’s already Christmas? 
I’ve decided to treat the season a bit like Lent — a 
season of preparation, using spiritual practices. This 
includes more scripture reading and prayer. Of course, 
the church has been teaching this for years. Maybe it’s 
time to get an Advent wreath (cat-proof, of course). 

I’d like to welcome Jan and Kathleen to the Adult 
Choir soprano section. What a blessing to have them 
singing! Want to join us? Why not join the singing for 
the season? 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

Stewardship
I 

Time-Talent-Treasure 

“The Growth Continues” 

At the time this article was due to the 
editor, we had received 59 commitment 
cards in the amount of $283,264.00.  This 
is approximately 89% of the goal. 

We know more commitment cards are 
on the way, but you will have to watch the “Thermometer 
Chart” in the Narthex or read January’s newsletter to see the 
final total. 

Thank you for your support of the ministries of Holy 
Spirit Lutheran Church. 

Dwight Hempel, for 
Stewardship Committee 

 

Many happy returns 
Somehow, not only for Christmas, 

But all the long year through, 
The joy that you give to others, 

Is the joy that comes back to you. 
And the more you spend in blessing 

The poor and lonely and sad, 
The more of your heart’s possessing 

Returns to you glad. 
—John Greenleaf Whittier 

 
 

C

Tim Beasley 
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Council President

 

Keith Hopkey 

 
 
 
 
 
 

But the Angel said to them, “... I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”   

Luke 2: 10-11 NRSV 

here, oh where, has the year gone?  
Seems like only yesterday we were 
saying “goodbye” to Pr. Tom and 

“hello” to Pr. Jeremy!  Yet here we are, 
once again “preparing the way” so we can 
receive the great news of our Savior Jesus’ 
birth!  While this time of year can be 
stressful there is also a certain “peace” that 
seems to prevail in us as we hear and share the joyful news!  
Maybe fleeting peace, however it is there. 

December 1 will be Pr. Jeremy and his family’s one year 
anniversary with Holy Spirit Lutheran.  I hope you will join 
me in saying the “report card grade” for the work of our 
Transition Team and Call Committee, preparing the way 
and recommending Pr. Jeremy for new leadership at Holy 
Spirit, is A+!  Higher if there were a higher grade!  While it 
has been a year of transition under Pr. Jeremy’s spiritual 
leadership, we have seen a great year with new members, 
programs, a sense of joy and commitment throughout the 
church!  Thank you Pr. Jeremy and to “You All” for your 
patience and support! 

“The Growth Continues” is the theme 
of this year’s Stewardship program!  We 
want to continue to build upon what we 
have and to act on visions of ‘what more 
does God have in store for us’!  This of 
course will take renewed commitments 
from all members and friends at Holy 

Spirit!  I really liked, after it sunk in, what Pr. Jack Williams 
said in his sermon the weekend of November 17/18.  He said, 
“If one is uncomfortable with their giving commitment, it 
should be increased until you feel the “peace of God!”  Yeah, 
you have to think on that one a bit!  Thank you Pr. Jack!  
Thank you to Dwight Hempel and Ann Taylor, supported by 
Pr. Jeremy for leading us through this fall’s program! 

Thank you to all who participated in the Council discernment 
retreat October 27.  Helpful discussions regarding the past, 
present and future for Holy Spirit were heard.  The event was 
a great sounding board and foundation for planning the short 
and long term future of Holy Spirit Lutheran.  More 
meetings and discussions will be forthcoming in 2019 with 
“seeable” actions occurring. 

Thank you to Erin Nausin and the 
Refurbish/Remodel Committee as 
they continue to evaluate and 
recommend “fixes” around Holy 
Spirit.  Some small items have 
already been completed.  They 

include restoring hearing aid technology in the sanctuary, 
replacing stained ceiling tiles throughout the church, installing 
a changing table in the far west hallway restroom with 
appropriate signage, obtaining a glider chair for the Prayer 
Room to enable it to also function as a “cry room” during 
worship service, and placing sand and rocks in the wall areas 
by the two containers in the far north parking lot to discourage 
setting up housekeeping by the homeless.  Near term plans call 
for painting the nursery and obtaining a new rug.  Major 
bidding is being evaluated for flooring throughout the facility 
and repairs to our parking lot.  All things needed for our aging 
facility and to help make our church welcoming and 
comfortable to new and to young families! 

Holy Spirit’s financial position 
continues to remain “healthy” as 
we enter the last two months of our 
calendar and fiscal year.  Numbers 
are displayed elsewhere in this 

newsletter (see Financials page 2).  The 2019 budgeting 
process is well underway for which we say “Thank you” to 
Dick Kovach and the Finance Team!  Special thanks to Dean 
Chapman, our Treasurer, for continuing to refine the budget 
numbers in preparation for Council’s review and ultimate 
recommendation to the congregation at our January 2019 
Congregational Meeting. 

Thank you to all for your continued support to Holy Spirit 
Lutheran through your Time, Talents and Treasures!   I hope 
you share my excitement and anticipation for Holy Spirit 
Lutheran as we look forward to 2019! 

God’s work. Our hands. 

 

 

 

W
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 Children’s Ministry 
 

 The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults 
  through Christian Education and Fellowship. 

 
OW!  The Christmas season is 
here already!  As I write this we 
haven’t even had Thanksgiving 

but you wouldn’t know it from the 
stores and restaurants which are 
already decorated for Christmas.  The 
Christmas season IS pretty special 
though and if the earlier we start the 
season reminds us of the awesomeness 
of Christ’s birth and what it means for 
all of us, maybe that’s okay.  I 
remember “the reason for the season” 
in the words from one of my favorite 
songs – “Lord I lift your name on 
high”- “You came from heaven to 
earth to show the way; from the earth 
to the cross, my debt to pay”.  Jesus is 
the BEST gift of Christmas!  

The church season of Advent is when 
we prepare our hearts for the coming 
of Jesus, so please come to the 
Advent Breakfast, Sunday 
December 2 - 9:30-11am, hosted by 
our Fellowship Team.   

After enjoying a delicious breakfast 
plan to make some Christmas 
crafts/ornaments in the Sunday School 
classroom lobby area hosted by 
Children’s Ministry.  All ages are 
welcome to make crafts.  For our 
youngest ones especially, we 
encourage parents/guardians to make 
the crafts with their child(ren).  Each 
family will receive an Advent calendar 
to take home for the counting up to 
Christmas Day.  See you on 
DECEMBER 2 for this special event 
to mark the first Sunday in Advent.  
There will be NO Sunday School 
December 2.  

On December 9, please bring a non-
perishable food item to Sunday School 
for Feed the Hungry Sunday.  These 
food items will be donated to 
Lutheran Social Services of Nevada.  

The Sunday School children will 
participate in the 5:00pm Christmas 
Eve Worship service by singing a 
song with some dramatization.  
Sunday School parents should have 
received a copy of the song the end of 
November.  If you and your children 
are planning to attend the 5 o’clock 
Christmas Eve Worship service, 
please let your child’s Sunday School 
teacher know so we can plan 
accordingly.   

We encourage parents to help their 
children learn the words to the song so 
all the children will know the song 
well by Christmas Eve.  Thanks for 
your help with this!   

Although we do not plan to have 
Sunday School December 23, we may 
have a short rehearsal for the song the 
children will be singing on Christmas 
Eve.  We will let parents know in the 
next week or so whether or not we 
will be meeting on 
December 23.  
There will be NO 
Sunday School on 
December 30.  
Sunday School will 
resume on January 
6, 2019.  

Have a blessed 
Advent and 
Christmas season! 

Gwen Jolls 
 

 
 

 
Congratulations to the following 

Sunday School students with Perfect 
Attendance for the month of October: 

PreK/KG 
Jayda Caison 
1st/2nd Grade 

Carolina Caison 
Zakia Clark 
Zania Smith 

3rd/4th/5th Grade 
Ikaika Alcantara 

Isabella Quarnstrom 
 

 

W

December 2 
December 23 & 
December 30 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
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Youth & Family Ministry
 
 

 
 

t is already December, and the end of the year is right 
around the corner.  Our youth have had a lot of fun in 
the last few weeks.  First, we had LaShone Manning 

take four of our youth, and one young adult on the annual 
multi-church youth group trip to Six Flags, Great America.  
LaShone, Shamika Manning, Shante Manning, Priceles 
Flowers, Nyshiq Latham and Jayla Bowles had a great time 
joining six other churches to California for the Halloween fun 
at Six Flags.  This annual trip’s destination changes each year, 
and this year the roller coaster theme park was the choice.  I 
hear that the scary zombies that came out at night were 
relentless, but then once the shock wore off they were pretty 
cool ghouls.   

During that same day, some of our youth came out to help and 
have fun at our church’s annual Harvest Festival.  What a 
great time!!  From the petting zoo to the magic show to the fun 
games and stories, a lot of fun was had by all.  So much fun 
that I forgot to take pictures.  Thank you to all the youth who 
came out to work and enjoy the festival!  

This past weekend we had another Open-Air Market at Holy 
Spirit.  This time I decided to reward the youth who helped 
with a trip to Circus Circus’ Adventuredome.  We had such a 
great turnout for youth helpers at the market, and wouldn’t 
you know that I was the only one late!  Thank you to Chloe 
and friend Jillian, Thaddeus, Caroline, Matt, Patrick, 
Julius, Brian, Douglas, Joshua, Jeremiah, Daniel and 
Makayla for all your hard work!  We had a super fun time at 
Adventuredome too!  Some kids found first time rides the best 
ever, and some vowed never ever to ride other rides.  Thank 
you also to Jill Chenicek for driving kids to Adventuredome 
and to Bob Nance for driving them back to the church.   

December will be full of surprises, mostly because some dates 
are up in the air for activities.  We will have a Jr. High only 
event this month that will include a game night/meet and greet 

with the parents.  We will also look at doing another service 
project this month.  Once dates and times are confirmed, 
please make sure to RSVP on the Storm Facebook invite or 
bulletin connection card.   

There will also be a Sr. High only lock-in with/at Reformation 
Lutheran Church.  Once all final details are confirmed I will 
post an invite to our Storm page.   

Please make sure you are a member of the Storm Facebook 
page, as this is where the most up to date postings will be on 
events and youth group happenings.  If you don’t check your 
Facebook often, please let me know so I can tag or message 
you with event info.   

We also had ministry posters up in the Narthex explaining all 
the different ministry options available at Holy Spirit.  Hope 
you had a chance to stop by and consider ours.  If you have 
any questions about where you might fit into youth ministry, 
please let me know.  I would love to chat about the many 
hands-on and hands-off volunteer needs that we have.  The 
more people that are involved, the 
greater our youth ministry can be.  
And please, if you ever have any 
suggestions on events, fundraising or 
curriculum ideas for our youth 
ministry, hit me up by phone, text or 
at church on Sunday.  You can 
usually find me racing through the 
Narthex and Fellowship Hall to grab 
my coffee before I head to Sr. High 
class.   

Hugs and Blessings,  

Amy Trunoske

 

I
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Maxwell’s Musings
 

 
Into this world, this demented 
inn in which there is absolutely 
no room for him … Christ 
comes uninvited.” 

—Thomas Merton 

hristmas time is here!  Unlike 
the song, there is no snow 
falling on the ground!  The 

stores have been decorating since right 
after Halloween. Can’t you just feel 
the spirit all around?   

For the first time since 2005, all 
six members of the Tsui family 
celebrated Thanksgiving together. 
Ever since the oldest child went to the 
east coast for college, the most they 
could get for Thanksgiving was three 
kids.  

This year, the family traveled to 
Panama for the holiday, starting in 
Panama City to see the famed Panama 
Canal.  They went on to Boquete for 
hikes in the jungle and Bocas Del 
Torro for the beach.  

Enjoying family time, good food 
and drink, the Tsui's had a wonderful 
trip abroad. 

Yvonne Drakeley celebrated her 
83rd birthday, November 17.  It was a 
wonderful day long birthday 
celebration starting with Great 
Granddaughter Brandie playing T-
ball, breakfast with Grandson John’s 

family and friends including lots of 
birthday calls.  

Later Yvonne had dinner with 
other family and friends.  It was a 
memorable day for her. 

 
Wishing all my readers a very 

happy and Merry Christmas!  Happy 
birthday, Jesus! 
 

Your Friend, 
Maxwell

 
 

 

C

Rachel, Leah, Stan, Mirium, Abigail, Aaron 

 



December 2018 9 “That’s the Spirit”  

Discipleship ~ Small Groups
 

.

 
Grand Canyon  

Women’s Gathering 

 
he women of the Grand Canyon 
Synod of WELCA met in 
convention and gathering in 

Phoenix, November 9-11.  So what is 
WELCA?  WELCA is the acronym 
for Women of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 
organized in the same synods as the 
ELCA.  The purpose statement is: As 
a community of women created in the 
image of God, called to discipleship in 
Jesus Christ, and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to 
grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support 
one another in our callings, engage in 
ministry and action and promote 
healing and wholeness in the church, 
the society and the world.  

I like being involved with 
WELCA because I want to know what 
Lutheran women are doing around the 
world, across the USA, and in our 
neighbor churches. We are better 
together than separate. 

The convention was the business 
meeting on Friday afternoon where I 
met seven terrific women from four of 
our sister Las Vegas congregations, of 
whom six were voting members. 

The inspiring part is the gathering 
that began after a light supper on the 
patio.  In three sessions keynote 
speaker Pastor Meghan Aelabouni 
invited us to explore what being Fully 
Known, Fully Loved means as it 
relates to Micah 6:8: “... to do justice, 
to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God.” 

She suggests that the order be 
reversed — walk, love, serve. 
Walking humbly means not to think 
less of our self but to think of our self 
less.  We laughed about our 
imperfections but remembered that to 
God we are perfect in our 
imperfections.   

In workshops and through reports, 
we learned about some of the ministry 

partners in the Arizona area that are 
doing justice and showing kindness.  I 
came away from the weekend ready to 
share some of what I learned with our 
women.   

I am praying that 
many women of all 
ages will join me on 
March 9 for the spring 
gathering at the Lakes 
Lutheran.  Save the 
date! 

Judi Hempel  
 

 
On November 14, Bob and Barb 

Morton delivered the last group of 
quilts for 2018 to SafeNest.  
SafeNest’s mission is to help victims 
and survivors of domestic violence 
find safety and rebuild hope.  SafeNest 
was extremely grateful and excited.  
As the worker stated, “Wonderful!  
Just in time for Christmas!”  All of 
these quilts were for children and 
babies.  

 
This donation brings the total 

number of quilts donated by Holy 
Spirit’s quilting group to 100 for the 
year!  Thanks to everyone who has 
donated material or batting, sewed 
quilt tops, or been encouraging!   

We would love to have more 
people to help make quilts.  If you can 
sew, you can help!  In addition, we 
continue to need donations of 
material, batting, thread, etc.  Even 

older sheets make great backing on 
quilts.  Please contact Barb Morton 
or Loretta concerning any donations 
or offers of help! 

Thanks for your support. We look 
forward to making 
many more quilts in 
2019.  I always 
believe that the 
people who receive 
our quilts know 
God’s loving arms are 
wrapped around 
them.   

Barb Morton 
 

 
Nevada Partnership for 

Homeless Youth 

Wow, it is already the end of 
2018 and time to shop from the 
Christmas Wish 
List of the NPHY 
independent living 
youth.  Marcia 
Chapman will 
have the list on 
Sundays in the 
Fellowship Hall between church 
services.   

Your purchased items need to be 
at the church by December 11 as we 
will meet at the church on the 12th, at 
9:30, to put all the gift bags together. 

Please come and join us.  
Everyone brings something to snack 
on and we’ll have coffee as well.  This 
is a fun day to get together for all of us 
to see that we are able to fill their list 
and write Christmas cards to them 
from Holy Spirit. 

Attention W.I.T.S., our 
Christmas party is December 18, 
9:30am at Marcia 
Chapman’s home, 
8412 Starstruck Ave.  
Purchase a $10 gift to 
exchange and bring a 
dish to share.  Coffee 
and soft drinks will be 
available.  See you 
there. 

Marcia Chapman 
W.I.T.S. 

T
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Prayers of the Church

Almighty God, you love us and free 
us through the death and resurrection of 
your Son.  Lead your church through the 
gospel. Bless pastors, musicians, teachers, 

and all who speak your truth.  
You reveal your goodness through the majesty of what 

you have created.  Bring favorable weather to places affected 
by storms, protect plants and animals from devastation and 
fire, and guide us in our use of all natural resources.  

You desire justice in the world. Grant to courts wise and 
discerning, judges, attorneys, and public defenders, and guide 
the rulers of nations to bring about peace.   

You are our beginning and end.  Soothe the afflicted, 
comfort the distressed, console the bereaved, and heal the sick.  
We pray especially for: Virginia Bartholomew; Faye 
Bastarache; Roy Cameron; Marcia Chapman; Betty 
Davis; Lillian Dilworth; Helen Geraci; Bruce 
Hammerstone; Joe Hauser; and Susan Hicks. 

Also, in our prayers: Jo Jirousek; Dave Johnson; Rena 
Jordan; Suzanne Klimek; Jimmy McDonald; Bob Nance; 
Jean Pritchett; Keith Quirk; Alberta Raggs; Ray & Corey 
Schaefges; and Nancy Wier. 

We pray for these friends: Cathy 
Adams’ great-granddaughters, Stella 
and Zoey; Jim & Patti Cassidy’s 
niece, Alycia; Eva Hofflund’s mother, 
Doris; Sandy Hughes’ sister, Mickey; 
Nancy McDonald’s dad, Art; Michael 
McMahan’s daughter, Samantha; 
Dorothy Morrison’s dad, Bill; 
Howard Olson’s friend, Nanette; and Amy Trunoske’s 
stepdad, Robert.  

Comforting God, please comfort Mary Kay Lein and all 
who mourn the unexpected death of her brother, Tim.  We 
also pray for Sandy Hughes and all who mourn the death of 
her brother-in-law, Thom; and for Ruth Ann Isaacs and all 
who mourn the death of her uncle, Harold.  Surround them 
with your loving arms and grant them peace and comfort in 
this time of grief.  

You call us to serve our neighbors.  Nourish us with word 
and sacrament so that we serve as your hands and feet in the 
world.  Protect those who are traveling, and bless those who 
are unable to attend worship, trusting in your abundant mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  AMEN. 

 
 
 

 

Community ~ Outreach 
 

 
dvent season is upon us, a very busy 
time for all.  Hopefully we’ll all have 
time to reach out to people who aren’t 

as fortunate as we are to help make their Christmas more 
special.  Look for the ELCA Good Gifts catalog posted 
outside room 1 and the nursery for special ways to share. 

Thank you to all who donated toward Thanksgiving 
baskets last month.  Judy Caison reports basket recipients: 20 
families; 41 adults, 62 children ages infant to 12, and 29 teens.  
A total of 132 people! 

Judy has put up the Angel Tree in the Fellowship Hall.  
Many of the gift requests are clothing for children.  Needy 
indeed!  I hope, as a congregation we can fulfill all the 
requests.  (Gifts should be brought to church by December 16, 
to insure timely Christmas delivery.) 

Thank you to Jill Chenicek and everyone who assisted at 
last month’s Open-Air Market.  Jill 
reports 250 families and 800 people were 
served.  Wow!!!  This is such an important 
outreach for the community which wouldn’t 
happen without your continued support.  As 
a congregation I can see we are “blessed to 
be a blessing”.  

So, blessed Christmas to everyone and 
remember to serve with joy. 

Barbara Butler 

 

With humble hearts 

 
Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity, which marks the 

likely spot of Jesus’ birth, has a four-foot-high entrance. 
Throughout the centuries, the height of the entrance has 
been lowered twice: once to prevent looting and once to 
keep out camel- and horse-riders.  
 Because visitors must bow as they enter, this has 
become known as the Door of Humility.  It’s a reminder of 
the reverent, submissive posture our hearts should take as 
we approach our newborn Lord and Savior.  It’s also a 
reminder that Jesus is the narrow door (Luke 13:24) — the 
only path to eternal life. 
 As you worship this Christmas season, whether or not 
you’re physically able to kneel, enter Jesus’ presence with a 
humble and thankful heart.  He alone deserves our 
reverence because he alone is able to save. 

 
 

A
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces 

 
Jo Jirousek  12/4 
Bill Foreman 12/6 
Bob Nance  12/6 
Darren Cleveland  12/7 
Rebecca Cleveland 12/7 
Debbie Metzger  12/9 
Patti Cassidy  12/10 
Carol Hanisch  12/10 
Lisa Mueller  12/10 
Jill Chenicek 12/11 
Steve Saterlie  12/11 

Susan Hicks  12/14 
Naomi Nausin  12/15 
Andy Russo  12/15 
Victoria Toma  12/16 
Terry Winkel  12/17 
Mary Kay Lein  12/19 
MiKayla Bell  12/20 
Don Cleveland  12/22 
Charisma Hayden  12/22 
Carol Foreman  12/24 
Merna Mobley  12/26 
Carol Townsend  12/26 
Lori Bruley  12/28 
Brett McMahan  12/28 
Dan Mayer  12/29 

 

 
Mike & Gwen Jolls  12/5/87 
Rich & Linda Cohn  12/5/98 
Ray & Devra Betts  12/9/72 
Jim & Judy Caison  12/9/75 
Bill & Carol Foreman  12/15/12 
Mike/Penni Alexander  12/18/89 
Carl & Jo DeRousse  12/22/67 
Stan & Mirium Tsui  12/22/84 
Earl & June Wall  12/30/49 
Michael/Thao McMahan 12/31/96 
 

 

The Angel Tree is up in the 
Fellowship Hall, filled with names of 
“angels” who could use a smile on 
their faces this Christmas.   

Judy Caison has included names, 
ages and type of gift, which each 
person has especially requested, on 
individual tags.  Please take a name or 
names, and when you have purchased 
and wrapped your gift, be sure to 
attach the name tag of the “angel” to 
the gift, and return to the church by 
December 16.   

Our congregation is very generous 
with their gift giving each year.  
Thank you everyone for the ‘gift of 
giving’! 
 
 

 
Gift giving solutions 

Trying to find gifts 
for certain people — 
or letting others 
know what you 
want — can be 
quite challenging. 

After all, most of us don’t need 
anything.  

Realizing that the best gifts aren’t 
material items offers a new 
perspective on giving and 
receiving. Consider these insights 
from author Charles Swindoll:  

“Some gifts you can give this 
Christmas are beyond monetary 
value: Mend a quarrel, dismiss 
suspicion, tell someone ‘I love 
you.’  Give something away — 
anonymously. Forgive someone 
who has treated you wrong.  Turn 
away wrath with a soft answer.  Visit 
someone in a nursing home.  
Apologize if you were wrong. Be 
especially kind to someone with 
whom you work.  Give as God gave to 
you in Christ, without obligation, or 
announcement, or reservation, or 
hypocrisy.” 
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WORSHIP  

 TIMES December 1/2 December 8/9 December 15/16 December 22/23 December 29/30 

 

5:30pm 
Sue Mayer 

Joanne Engler 
Scott Pratt 

Janice Schrumm 
Jimmy & Nancy 

McDonald 
Jo DeRousse 
Ruby Collins 

Cindy White 
Kathy Dalesandre 

8:30am 
Keith & Jackie 

Hopkey 
Stan & Mirium 

Tsui 
Rich & Marsha 

Stephenson 
Carol Townsend 

Terri Veach-Geiger 
Roth & Ruth Ann 

Isaacs 

11:00am 
Ann Taylor 

Sharon Manning 
Bill & Sharon 
Wilderman 

Jennie Zweifel 
Thelma Esteban 

Myrna Mobley 
Karen Dunn 

Ann Taylor 
Sharon Manning 

       

 

5:30pm 
Sue Mayer 

Joanne Engler 
Scott Pratt 

Janice Schrumm 
Jimmy & Nancy 

McDonald 
Jo DeRousse 
Ruby Collins 

Cindy White 
Kathy Dalesandre 

8:30am 
Michael McMahan 

Ray Betts 
Rob & Barb 

Morton 
Jim & Patti 

Cassidy 
Gordon Bogner 

Dick Moyer 
Terry & Mary 

West 

11:00am 
Karen & Michael 

Harris 
Ann Taylor 

Sharon Manning 
Jennifer & Allen 

Vaughn 
LaShone Manning 
Shante Manning 

Dwight & Judi 
Hempel 

       

Assisting Minister 
5:30pm Darin Franklin Faye Bastarache Don Cleveland Mark Myers Dick Kovach 

8:30am Sandy Hughes Barbara Butler Sally Magnuson Amy Trunoske Charlie Kesling 

11:00am Jennie Zweifel Allen Vaughn Mark Middleton Judi Hempel Karen Harris 
       

Acolyte 11:00am Shamika Manning Jeremiah Anderson Thaddeus Nance Daniel Vaughn Shamika Manning 
       

Child Assistants 8:30am 
Leilani Hanisch 
Jayna Broude 

Julius Quarnstrom 
Bella Quarnstrom 

Leilani Hanisch 
Ikaika Alcantara 

Julius Quarnstrom 
Bella Quarnstrom 

Jayna Broude 
Ikaika Alcantara 

       

 

Prepare Ray Betts Ann Taylor Mirium Tsui Sally Magnuson Mirium Tsui 

5:30pm Dick Kovach Faye Bastarache Nancy McDonald Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache 

8:30am Ray Betts Sally Magnuson Mirium Tsui Sally Magnuson Mirium Tsui 

11:00am Jen Anderson Ann Taylor Jennifer Vaughn Jen Anderson Ann Taylor 
       

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:30 Church Office/702 645-1777 
 11:00 Ann Taylor/ 702 639-0163  Altar Guild: Norma Kesling/702 645-4727   

DECEMBER 2018 LESSONS 
December 1/2 First Weekend of Advent Jeremiah 33:14-26; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
December 8/9 Second Weekend of Advent Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 
December 15/16 Third Weekend of Advent Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
December 22/23 Fourth Weekend of Advent Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 
December 24 Christmas Eve Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 
December 29/30 First Weekend of Christmas 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1

4p Mutual Ministry Team

4p Advent Study

5:30p Traditonal

  Worship

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

8:30a Contemporary 12p Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Prayer Time 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals Tole Painters 10a

   Worship 6p KidSong 9:30a Women/Spirit 12p Senior Meals Narcotics Anon 6:30p 4p Advent Study

9:30a Advent Breakfast NarAnon 6p 12p Senior Meals 6:30p Adult Choir Abundant Life 5:30p Traditonal

 Advent Crafts 1p Worship & Music 7:30p Rejoice Band  Worship 7p   Worship

11a Traditional Worship    Team 

Abundant Life 7p Handbell Choir

Worship 2p & 6p 

1st Sunday of Advent

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

8:30a Contemporary 12p Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Prayer Time 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals 10a Scrapbookers/

   Worship 6p KidSong 9:30a Women/Spirit 9:30a WITS prepare Narcotics Anon 6:30p  Miniature Group

9:45a Sunday School/ Genealogy Writers 5p 12p Senior Meals   NPHY gift bags Abundant Life 4p Advent Study

  Confirmation Genealogy Group 6p 7p HandBell Choir 12p Senior Meals  Worship 7p 5:30p Traditional  

11a Traditional Worship NarAnon 6p 6p Executive Comm  Worship

Abundant Life 6:30p Adult Choir

Worship 2p & 6p 7:30p Rejoice Band

5p Caroling NEW MEMBERS

RECEIVED

2nd Sunday of Advent

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

8:30a Contemporary JANUARY 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Prayer Time 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals 4p Advent Study

   Worship NEWSLETTER 9:30a Women/Spirit 12p Senior Meals Narcotics Anon 6:30p 5:30p Traditional

9:45a Sunday School/ DEADLINE  (Off site) 6:30p Adult Choir  Abundant Life  Worship

   Confirmation 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals 7:30p Rejoice Band  Worship 7p

11a Traditional Worship 6p KidSong 6:30p Church Council

NEW MEMBERS 6p Ornament Exchange 7p Handbell Choir

RECEIVED NarAnon 6p

Abundant Life 

Worship 2p & 6p 

3rd Sunday of Advent

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

8:30a Contemporary 5p, 7p, 9p CHRISTMAS DAY 9:30a Prayer Time 12p Senior Meals 12p Senior Meals 5:30p Traditional

   Worship Christmas Eve OFFICE CLOSED 12p Senior Meals Narcotics Anon 6:30p   Worship

11a Traditional Worship Worship Abundant Life

Abundant Life NarAnon 6p  Worship 7p 

Worship 2p & 6p 

OFFICE CLOSED

4th Sunday of Advent

30 31

8:30a Contemporary NarAnon 6p

  Worship

11a Traditional Worship NEW YEAR'S EVE

Abundant Life 

Worship 2p & 6p 

December 2018
Holy Spirit Events & Activities

 



 

Holiday Brunch Casserole 
Taste of Home - Prepare overnight – pop in the oven Christmas morning 

 4 cups frozen shredded hash brown potatoes, thawed 
 1 pound bulk pork sausage, cooked and drained 
 1/2 pound bacon strips, cooked and crumbled 
 1 medium green pepper, chopped (or substitute lg can green chiles) 
 1 green onion, chopped (or regular onion, if desired) 
 2 cups shredded cheddar cheese, divided 
 6 large eggs 
 3 cups 2% milk 
 1 cup reduced-fat biscuit/baking mix 
 1/2 teaspoon salt 

In a large bowl, combine the first five ingredients; stir in 1 cup cheese. 
Transfer to a greased 13x9-in. baking dish. 
In another bowl, whisk eggs, milk, baking mix and salt until blended; pour over top. Sprinkle with remaining 
cheese. Refrigerate, covered, overnight. 

Preheat oven to 375°. Remove casserole from refrigerator while oven heats. Bake, uncovered, 30-35 
minutes (some reviews said longer) or until a knife inserted in the center comes out clean. Let stand 10 
minutes before cutting. 

Nutrition Facts 
1 piece: 366 calories, 25g fat (11g saturated fat), 131mg cholesterol, 971mg sodium, 16g carbohydrate (4g sugars, 1g 
fiber), 19g protein. 

 
 

Food for the Spirit 
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